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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Crry or Austin Oct. 29th, 1840. 
To his Excellency, Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

Sig :—1 have the honor to transmit such documents and — 
portions of the correspondence of this department, as your 
Excellency may probably wish to lay before the honorable 
congress. | 

The first, and that which perhaps may be considered of the 
most immediate importance, is the subject of ranning and 
marking the boundary line between this government and that 
of the U. States of the North. This doenment marked A con- 
tains copies of two letters from George W. Smyth; Esq., com- 
missioner on the part of this government to the secretary of 
stale, with a statement of debts incurred by the joint commis- 
sion, which have been paid by the commissioner on the 
part of the United States, the half of which amount remains 
due that commissioner by the government of Texas. These 
le:ters fully expidin the cause of a suspension of the opera- 
tions of the commissioners; also their progress to the 32 de- 
sree of north latitude on the Sabine River : and will show the 
necessity of an immediate action of congress in making an ap- 
propriation sufficient for the completion of that line to Red 
River, The exact amoujit necessary for paying the debts due, 
and for carrying on the work, this department is unable to, 
estimato, but would suggest the propriety Of a liberal appro- 
priation, such an one, as would without any doubt be suffi- 
cient: for, should more be appropriated than is actually ne- 
eessary, the surplus would remain unexpended in the 'Tren 
sury, ‘The amount now due, including the salaries of the 
commissioner, engineer, surveyor, clerk, laborers, the steamer 
Albert Galatin, &c. &c., cannot be less than five thousand dol- 
lars, par funds. ° 

In document marked B will be found copies and extracts of 
+ letters from this department to our minister and Chargé d'Af- 
fairs at Washington; and document ©, letters and extracts 
from’our minister and Chargé d'Affairs there to this depart. 
ment, relating principally to Indian affairs, and claims of citi- 
zens of Texas for property stolen by the Cherokee Indians. 
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This department has much pleasure in communicating to 
‘your Hxcejlency, the general harmony that prevails in cu 
foreign relations. ‘With the government of the United States, 
nothing has transpired since the last report from this depart- 
' ment, to cause any other than a continuation of that fnendship, 


and maternal disposition ever cuaracteristic of (hat government. 


towaids the young and comparatively feeble members of the 
national family. ` ; , 

Since the mesting of the last annual congress, a treaty of 
recognition, amity and commerce has been concluded between 
this and the government of the king of the French; which 
has gone through the usual forms of ratification, exchanges. 
&c., and each government now has a representative in the 
character of Chargé d'Affairs near that of the other. 

Recent communications from our diplomatie agent in Fut- 
rope, warrant flattering prospects 0f tlie national recognition of 
this republic by the governments of Holland, Belgium aud 
England ; of which events he expresses but little doubt, and, 
that in a very short time, he will be enabled to communicate 
his success fo this government. 

In document marked D, you will find a demand of the c» 
vernor of the Windward Islands for certain British ne; ce» 
supposed to be detained in slavery in Texas; with cories, ın- 
dence relating thereto. These documents will show tlie sene- 
ral satisfaction given to the commissioner of her Britta:t.ic 
Majesty, (J. Hamilton,) who was charged with the office of 
identifying and recovering said negroes. 

Document marked E contains further instructions to 


Wm, 
H. Hunt, Esq., surveyor to survey forty leagues of land iw 
the establishment and endowment of two colleges or univer: 
sities, under an act of congress for that purpose; also a cir- 
cular addressed to the chief justices of the several counties, 
relative to locating and surveying three leagues of land sor 
the ‘purpose of establishing primary schools. 

Knowing the great solicitude of your Excclleney on the 
very important and interesting subject of education. and it 
being one, in which every true friend of Texas must fe.1 goen- 
ly interested ; this department has taken much pains in urging 
it upon the proper officers to have the objee’s of the law cons 
plied with; and it is with deep regret, 1 have to inform vonr 
Excellency that none of these surveys have yet been made, 
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In reply to the circular, (in document E,) addressed to the re- 


spective chief justices, & number have given to this depart- 
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ment as à reason for the delay, that, the pay allowed by the 
act is insufficient fo defray the actual expenses of locating and 
surveying said lands; and I would most respectfully suggest 
the propriety of directing the attention of the honorable con- 
gress to this subject. | 
. - With great respect, I have the honor to be 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
ACTING SECRETARY or STATE. 
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Toxtan Bouxpary Lins COMMISSION : 
Sroam Boar ALUERT Gannamcrw, Ave. 23rd, 1810 

Sim.—I had the honor to receive yours of the first and alco 
of the seventeentu instant yesterday. The commissioner ot 
of the U. States, accompanied by Maj J. D. Graham arrived 
at camp at Green’s Biutis, on the Sabine river, on the 15th inst. 

Gen. Hunt had already made his first and second proposi- 
tion, before your despaiches arrived, which were rejected: 
"Phe instractions of the United States government to their 
comriissioner were positive, and did not admit of any quaiifi- 
cation : the commencement was therefore made accordiug to 
. the last article of your instructions on that subjeci, and the 
line continued to Green's Bluff, near which we met tLe steam- 
er Albert Gallatin, by which I received your despatch- 
es. A contract was immediately made for our transpoy- 
tation to Gaines’ Ferry and we took our departure for that 
point the same evening, and are now under way. 

I wrote to Gen. Hunt, dated 22nd, requesting him to turn 
over to me sach documents and papers as apportained to the 
line, as also such property and funds as were in his possession 
belonging to ihe Republic of Texas, but I regret to add that 
the supplies laid in by the joint commission for the expedition 
are nearly exhausted ; and asto funds, Gen. Hunt informs me 
he will be unable to furnish any ; the consequence is, we have 
not one dollar to defray even the most necessary expense; but 
the importance of the work is so great, we have determined ie 
ascend to the 32d degree of north latitude on the Sabine, ascer- 
tain that point with as much precision as possible, and-coz- 
mence the meridian boundary line at least, notwithstanding 
we shall be under the humiliating necessity of depending en- 
tirely on the generosity of the United States! commissioner te 
defray every expense. i 

Judge Overton had already infomred his goyernment before 
I received your communication, that he would be unable to 
prosecute the work after the month of June, until the return 
ofthe healthy season ; the consequence is, the work will ne- 
cessarily be suspended for a short time. 
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he remaining appropriation of five thousand dollars in the 

- promissory notes, from the depreciated state of the notes, is not 

sworth more than seven hundred dollars, with which it would 

he impossible to prosecute the work, ilit were in our posses-. 
sion, — X think it unnecessary to make an effort to draw the 

appropriation, as it can answer no valuable purpose. 

Wo have this day (28th) made a further contract for our 
conveyance by the same boat to the 32nd, and shall depart to- 
inorrow morning. lam with gieat respect, 

; your abedient servant, 


GZORGE W. SMYTH. 
Hon. A, S. Lipscomp, Se.retary of State. 
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Near Logan’s Ferry, SABIND River, 
Jung 17th, 1840. 

Sir: Immediately after my last communication by Gen. 
Hunt, we resitmed our voyage up the Sabine, and after hav- 
ing met and overcome many difficulties in our progress from 
overhanging trees and drift wood, the channel of the river being 
in some plaecs entirely obstructed, we.reached Logan’s Ferry 
on the fourth day from our departure. 

1n ascending the river, a reconnoisance was carefully taken 
of the river by observing the courses with a compass and esti- 
mating the distances, which were corrected every night by ob- 
servations for latitude and longitude, the distance from Gaines’ 
Ferry to this place by water is about miles. 

On the night of the first of June, at Logan’s Ferry, observa- 
tions showed us to be about one minute and a half south of the 
32nd degree; we accordingly debarked the next morning on 
the eastern bank; Lieut. Lee having in the mean time selec- 
ted a position for encampment in the open woods on the east 
side of the river, tö which place we removed on the 3rd: obser- 
vations on the night of the Jrd evinced our position too far to 
the north by about forty-two seconds, (nearly an English 
mile.) Dr. Conway and Mr. Welber accordingly measured 
+ off one mile due south, and from thence run a line due west; 

on this line, near thelow grounds ofthe river, and about two 
miles east of it, a proper situation for an encampment and ob- 
servatory with good water &c. was found, to which position 
the Engineer department on both sides immediately repaired— 
fixed their encampment and observatory, and on the night of 
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the fifth commenced a regular series of observations for the de- 
termination of the 32nd parallel, which has continued without 
intermissian (except two or three cloudy nights) until the pre- 
sent time: the result of the observations which have been cal- 
eulated convinces me beyond doubt, that the observatory is 
within three hundred fect of the 32nd degree; but it is morti- 
fying in the extreme to add that the work has terminated with- 
out having permanently fixed that point, which I confidently 
anticipated we should accomplish when we eame here: the 
reasons alleged are, the great desire of the United States' 
officers to verify the point by such a number and variety of 
observations as shall not only be satisfactory to themselves, but 
shall leave no doubts on the minds ofthe government or peo- 
ple ofthe United States, paitieularly as the point established 
will differ so widely from the point by Lilly's observations, as 
well as from the measurement of the United States surveys; 
Lilly's line being more than five miles west, and the United 
States’ having surveyed a whole range of townships (viz. range 
17) west of where the line must necessarily run ; this, togeth- 
er with the entire exhaustion of funds on the part of the Uni- 
ted States, (ourselves having had none from the beginning,) 
has caused the cessation of operations before ascertaining the 
point where the Sabine ceases to be the line between the two 
countries—a matter ii which weall feel sodeep an interest: 
The point however is ascertained with sufficient certainty to 
show very nearly where the line must necessarily run. “No 
man can more sincerely regret this termination of this busi- 
ness than 1 do; but the event has been beyond my control. 

You will see from the sketch of the river which I enclose 
you, taken from the United States surveys, the point where the 
parallel of 82 will cross the Sabine. 

I Was compelled to draw on the department for the amount’ 
of our transportation a six hundred and fifty-five dollars 
and sixty-five cents; which I hope the department will meet, as 
without it, we could not have reached this point. 

Messrs. Welber and Gray being here without the means of 
transportation, and itnot being inmy power to supply them, and 
besides having the care ot c&stly instruments, such as the chro- 
nometer, 1, in conjunction with Judge Overton, have thought 
it most advisable to leave them in possession of all the public 
property of both countries, with one man for their assistance: 
Their care over the public property, will doubtless be useful. 
In addition, they have calculations to bring up and-plats ta 


x j N 


9 x 


mais eut, waich will oec apy mu eu of their time: I have there- 
fore inctraged h m aee Key. 

Jess Bant- ‘Phe commission this day adjonrued nutil the 
firsi day of Mavembher nent. neo di send you the amount 
of ou? ze-pombilities to (he Uriod Sates; the creuter part of 

wii h we gouiet boca E eumriunto ollise, 

Tr pürousnuec of Leads Iy vor tod nt me, aud at the desire 
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of tho Ua ted tutes en aur sioaer I have appointed Daniel G 
Malto strVovor 
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1 certtfy that the above isa true copy of the original in pos, 
sion of the United States commissioner. d 
(Signed) HAMILTON PRIOLEAU BEF, cr'k. Tox. osu. 
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DEPARTMENT or STATE, 1 i 
Austin, Jan. 14th, 1840. C. 

Srr:—1 enclose you a copy of a communication recon T] 
received from Dr. D. Rowlett, a member of our congress for 
Fannin county, and a gentleman of unexceptionable character. 

You are ieqnested to present bis claim to the government of 
the United States without delay. It is probable hom the fact] 
that the Indian ayant, resident with the Cherokees in the state: 
of Arkansas, has been male acquainted with the claim and 
the circumstances connected wth it, that you will find the gn- 
veramsnt of the United States already informed on the sub- 
ject, and the President is persuaded that, that governamen will 

* only require to be informed of the reletive facts to iidnce 
them to order a prompt restitution or adequate. compensation 
to be made ta the parties injured. —— . 

The anonnt claimed is but a reasonable remuneration for 
tne fosses actually sustained ; and by referring to the ireaty 
between the United States and Mexieo on this subject, you 
will find such remuneration fully stipulated. 

Should any farther testimony be required to substantiate 
the claim, you will apprize the department of it as early as 
practicable, for the citizens eoucerned in the demand have a 
plain interest in its speedy adjustment. . If the government of 
the United States are conviuced of the justness of the demand, i 
it cannot be doubted that.they will give a peremptory order to 
have the amount due the elaimants abated from the next 
annuity payable to the offending tibe of the Cherokees, and 
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1l n 
aid to the claimants-at such convenient time and place as 
ay be selected: Your early attention to this business is 

wequested, 1 have tbe honor to be, &e. 

v : N DAVID G. BURNET, 

N ACTING ECY or STATE. 
(To Hox. R, G. DUNLAP, : zh . 
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(Dated) Austin, March 31st, 1840. 

I would particularly eall your attention to the subject of 
depredations committed by the Indians of the United States 
on the inhabitants of our frontier, this government has reason 
lo believe that most of our Indian troubles, proceed from the 
g/ndians residing within the limits of the United States, parti- 
scularly the Caddoes, and they are believed all of them to be ` 
principally supplied with weapons from the United States ; 
Wou will not fau to urge upon the United States the necessity 
fa compliance with the stipulations of the treaty by which 
hey bind themselves to keep those Judians within their Lor- 
Hers quiet, and to restrain them from acts of hostility. "f'his 
kannot be too frequently urged upon the cabinet of Washington, 
: f have the honor to be, &c. 
[Signed] A. S, LIPSCOMB, 
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{Extract of a letter from A. S. Lipscomb to B. B. Bee, Esq.] 
y 
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Extract of a letter fiam the Hon. A. S. Lipscomb to B, E. 
| Bee, Esq] 
(Dated) AvsriN, August Sth, 1940. 

P Since my last to you, circumstances have transpired, that 
enders it necessary that I should again retlerate my last in- 
tructions to you, and that you should particularly call the 
attention of the government of the United States to the sub- 
eet of inroads and depredations committed by certain indian 
pribes, belonging to that government, on the property and 
Nives of the citizens of our government. Mrs. Webster who 
With her two children were taken prisoners by the Comanches, 
phen her husband and his party were killed, made her escape 
in the spring of this year, and on her way into San Antonio, 
teports that she had once before made her escape from her 
Faptors; and had arrived within thirty miles of this place, 


12 b 
when she was recaptured by the Caddo Indians and deliver- 
ed up to those who had fist taken her, by them’ she vepors 
that there were Kickapoos, Shawnees, Cherokees and Choc. 
taws, and a considerable number of negro sluvos, men, wa- 
men and children, from the Uuited States, with the Caddoes. 

That on the approach of spring most of them retred up 
the Brazos as they said to make core. Tie Caddoes ere be- 
heved to be pensioners of the United States, that they receive 
their regular annuities, aud that they are thus furnished with 
the means of condveting their own hostile operations against 
us, aud likewise supplying the Comanehe and other wild 
Prairie Indians with arms and ammunition, and receive in 
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exchange stolen horses. tis rumored that the Caddoes are 
not even required to present themselves within the United 
States to recetve their anu, but Mat isis sent to Dom, with- 
in our boundary, hy some ona represtutine them. it is eca- 
fidently heped, fon the known honor and Bdehty with whieh 
the U. S. government has always been sigualizcd ia the periör- 
mance of all her engagenknts with oike! governmorito, that 
she will take some effectual means to arrest those griovoneos, 
show!d ineir Indians bs encouraged, by indalgence to hold out 
inducements to the slaves from ‘Texas aud the United States 
to take refugo among them, and join them in their meruudme 
parties, the evil in its progress may become very serious to the 
Southern States. iom fully aware of the diiliculty, if not 
impossibility of preventing hunting Indians from passing any 
line of longitude or latitude in an unmhabited country, but 
they might be instructed not to approach in their bunting ex- 
axpeditions within some hundred mites of our settlements. 
if the annuities ara withheld fom thei, until they give satis- 
factory assurance of conducting taemselves peaceably, and in 
subordination to the stipulations of the tieaty between this 
government and the United States, It seems to me that they 
could, by such means, be 1estiaincd., 
j^ Lam, sin, with giect respect, Ge." 
ADNER S, I: o 
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for horses stolen by the Cherokee Indians. These statements 
have been made and testified to as per direction of your prede- 
cessor of 27th March, 1840. You will lay them beloie the 
government of the United States, in order that they may be 
duly attended to, and inform this department as early as prac- 
ticable of the result, as the parties concerned are anxious to 
know it. I have the honor to te, &c. 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
ACT. SECRETARY OF STATE. 
To the Hon. B. E. Bes, Chaige DVAjfaires. : 
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Tox1an LEGATION, 
Washington, February +4 h, 1840. 
Srn:—1 have the honor to a: knowledge the receipt of your 
commun cation of janu ‘ry 1Oth ul, with its enclosure, asking 
remuneration from the Uni ed States’ government lor property 
stolen by the Chero ,ee Indiaus of the United States, from the 
citizens of Texas, w ich 1 have this day, under your instruc- 
tions, submi.ted to that government. 
I avai! myself of this occasion, &c., 
To Hon: David G. Burnet. R. G. DUNLAP. 
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- Toxran LEGATION, 
Washin rton, February Zöth, 1840. 
Sin :— The under-igned, Minister Plenipotentiary, and Bn- 
voy Extraordinary of the &epub'ie of Texas, has tie honor 
under the in-tructions of his government, to submit to the Sec- 
retary of State of the Umted States, the clim of sundry citi- 
zens of the Republic of Texas, asking an adequate remunera- 
tion for the property stolen by the Cherokee Indians of the 
United States from said citizens. A copy of a petition in evi- 
dence of said claim, 1s herewith submitted; and the name of 
Mr. Rowlett signed to the same, is that of a member of Con- 
gress of the Repubtic of ‘Texas, a gentleman of high character 
for troth. The undersigned avails himself, &c., 
To the Hon. John Forsyth, R..G. DUNLA®. 
Secretary of Siate of the U. States. 
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N DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ^ 
Washington, February 24th, 1840. - 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Dunlap: 

SrR:—'Phe undersigned, Secretary of State of the United 
States, has the honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of a note ad- 
dressed to him on the 24th instant, by Gen. Dunlap, Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of Texas, submit- 
ting a claim of Texan citizens to remuneration for property 
alleged to have been stolen from them by the Cherokee Indi- 
ans of the United States. The President, before whom Gen. 
Dunlap's note was laid, has directed the undersigned to state 
to Gen. Dunlap, that, anxious to seize every opportunity of 
manifesting the [friendly disposition of this government to- 
wards the ''exian Republie, he will take pleasure ^n receivin g 
from that government evidence of the loss complained of, in 
referring it to the commis-ioner of the Indian office, with di- 
rections to use his influence with the Cherokee Indians in pre- 
vailing upon t; em to restore ‘le stolen property, or make a 
fair compensation for the same. But the undersigned is in- 
structed at the same tims to say to Gen. Dunlap, that this gov- 
ernment can, in no event, cu 1sider Itself responsible to foreign 
powers for any thefts committed by the Indians, wh ther resi- 
ding within or beyond the borders of the Umited States, 

The undersigned takes this occasion, &ce., 


( Signed ) JOHN FORSYTH. 


LEGATION or Texas, 
Washington, March 27th, 1840, 

Mfr. Dunlap to Mr. Forsyth: N 

Srim:— Phe undengned, Minister Plenipotentiary and Bn- 
voy Extraordinary of the Republic of Texas, has the honor to 
aeknowledge the receipt of note of the Secretary of State of 
the United States, of the 26th ultimo, m answer to his of the 
24th ultimo, relative to the depredations committed by the In- 
diaus of the United States, upon the property of the citizens 

'exas. . . 

o! The undersigned is truly happy to observe that the President 
of the United States takes this occasion to manifest the friendly 
disposition of the government of the United States towards that 
ef the Republic of Texas, a fact however which the under- 
signed has never doubted, nor can any doubt, who are acquain- 
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ted with the political ceurse of the Presidi, and the history 
of ilie government of the United States. P^ o 

The undersigned believing that the plan proposed by the 
Secretary of State of the United States, for the liquidation of 
the claims of the citizens of Texas, above alluded to, to be the 
speediest, will request lis gov: ronment to have the evidence of 
those claims furnished, to be submitted to the government of 
the United States, and accepts the proffer of its kind offices to 
procure of the nation of those depredators, the restitution of the 
property stolen, or the payment of lis value. 

The undersigned, at the same time, most respectfully pro- 
tests against the soundness or applicability of the rule upon 
which the government of the United States, as a iast resort, 
may refuse payment for any depredations committed by the 
Indians of the United States upon the property of the citizens 
of Texas, as the right of the citizens of Texas, in the present 
case, rests upon a specified treaty stipulation. The under- 
signed, will not however go into argument on this question at 
present, as he entertains the hope that the course indicated by 
the Secretary of State of the United States, will result favor- 
ably to the parties interested. 

( Signed ) R. G. DUNLAP. 


| > 
LEGATION or Texas, 
Washington, March 27th, 1840. 
To the Hon. A. S. Lipscomb: 

Sin:—1 have the honor to cnelose a copy of the correspon- 
dence between the Secretary of State of the United States and 
myself, relative to certain clams for depredations committed 
by tbe Indians, 

In case the question of tlie liability of the United Staies were 
now urged, and the government, alter a protracted discussion, 
should allow the claims, then payment conid only be obtained ` 
through an appropriation by Congress, and might occasion a 
delay of one ortwo sessions. The course indicated by the Sec- 
retary of State of the United States, is the speediest, and per- 
haps the surest, as money can be paic out of their annuity due 
tz those Indians. 

Therefore the claimants should prepare the evidence of their 
claim in strict adherance to the rules of taking testimouy in 
such cases, and have it forwarded to the representative of 'T'ex- 
as, to be submitted to this government, ‘he claim reteived, 
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was a mere statement of one of the parties, without any accom- 
panying evidence; and no matter how upright and honorable 
the paity may be, the United States government will aevetfeel 
willing to rective such a statementas a substitute for legal 
testimony. With great consideration, &c., 

= R. G. DUNLAP. 


Lraarion or TEXTS, 
Washington, April 16th, 1840. 

Srr:—The underigned, Minister Plenipotentiary and En- 
voy Extraordinary of the Republic of Texas, being advised by 
the Secietary of State of the United States, that the subject of 
the Indian relations between the two countries has been re- 
ferred to the war department, begs leave to submit a few en- 
quiries to the Secretary of War theieto. 

The promptness and fidelity with which the government of 
the United States has always met the question, v hen Texas has 
been threaten: d with incursions from Indians of the former, 
Jeaves the undersigned no room to doubt that the Secretary of 
War will fully answer these euquines, so that nothing equiv- 
ocal may seem to exist in the understanding between the two 
governments upon a subject so delicate and important. 

Ist. Have not the Indians migrating to Texas without the 
consent of either Mexico or Texas since the treaty of 1831, be- 
tween the United States and Mexico, been suffered to do so by 
the United States, in direct contravention with the terms and 
spirit of said treaty? aud is not the | nited States Lound to re- 
call the Indians who have thus emigrated, and provide them a 
home in the United States? Should the Republic of Texas 
now of hereafter find the underteking too di(Iieult to expel from 
her territory Indians of the United States who have. or may 
hereafter make incursions or settlen ent within the Republic of 

' Texas, will not the government of the United States, upon the 
request of the government of ‘Texas, aid in their ex puísion ? 
The caprieions and restless character of these savages, and 
their contiquity to Texas, renders it more than probable that 
incursions will, as heretofore, be again made, and the United 
States uot be informed in time fo prevent. 

Under such a view of the case. in the event of Texas asking 
aid of the United States, would 1t not be granted ? N 

The undersigned avails himself, &c., R. G. DUNLAP. 

To the Hon. Joel R. Poiusett, Secretary of War, 
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LETTERS CONCERNING CERTAIN BRITISH NE- 
GROES. 
WixpwARD ISLANDS, 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
Banpapons, Dec, 26th, 1839. 
His Excellency the Presidentsor Offwer auministering the 
government of Tiras: 

Sır: Commander Ramsey, of her Britanie Majesty's sloop 
ef war the Pilot, will have the honor ofdelivenng this letter 
to your excellency, having been ordered by his excellency 
vice admiralSir Thomas Harvey, K. C. B, commander in chief 
of her Majesty's ships and vessels on the North Amer- 
ican West india station, to proceed from this port to 'Pex- 
as, for the purpose of conveying thither, and of there support- 
ing the application af commander Hamilton of the Royal 
Navy, who 1s charged, on the part of her Majesty's govern- 
ment, with the duty of demanding from the goveinment of 
Texas, and of identifying and recovering certain British ne- 
groes, supposed to be detained an slavery in that country. 

Relying on the disposition of your excellency to promote 
the objeet for which the above named officers are about to re- 
vair to Texas. : 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, 
Your excelleney's most obedient 
And most humble servant, 
^E. MURRAY McGREGOR, 
GOVERNOR, 


WINDWARD ISLANDS, 
GoveErRNMoxt Hots-, 
Bansanous, Dec. 26th. 1839, 

His Excellency the President or Ojlcer adininisteriog the 

E .. governam nt of Teras: 
n STR:—Under instructions from her Britanie Majesty's prin- 
cipal secretary of state for the collonial department, 1 have di- 
tested commander Hamilton, of the Royal Navy, who is abcut 
toembark for Texas, on board her Majesty's sloop of war the 
Pilot, to present this letter to yonr execlendy, 

Commander Hamilton is charged with thy fice of demand- 
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ing on the part of her Majeaty's government from that of Tex * 
as, and of identitying and recovering certain British negroes, 
supposed to be detained therein slavery, and will have the 
honor of communicating to your excellency such detailed in. 
formation, as may be necessary for your excellency's satisfac. 
tion upon this subject. ` i 
. Ttis my duty to request that your excellency will be pleas- 
* ed to facilitate by such means as the occasion may require, the 
, prompt execution by commander Hamilton, of the delicate, 
mission with which he is entrusted, and soliciting your excel- 
lency’s acceptance of my assurance of high consideration, — : 
I have the honor to be, 
* Sir, your excellency's 
. Most obedient 
And most humble servant, 
E. MURRY McGREGOR, 
GOVERNOR, 
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LETTER FROM J. HAMILTON, COMMISSIONER, &c. | 
207 Houston, Crry, Trxas: ; 
27th February, 1810. 
Srri—It having been represented (o me on mv arrival in : 
this country, thata certain British negro named «John, one ' 
of the erew of the British schooner «William? but not the 4 
property of the captain, was in the year 1*23 or 1851, illegally & 
soid as a slave at- Harrisburg, by cider of the alcalde, to ono % 
Robert Fince, and isat present detuned in Texas as such, @ 
either by one captain Somers or one Allen Vince, both residing $ 
on banksof the Brasos river, ` 
Relying on the faith of the assurance of his excelleney the 8 
President of Texas, “thatthe policy ol that government will € 
at all times guarantee the most decided co-operation with the E 
Queen’s government in prevenung and ruunishing all such & 
infractions of the law;” [have to request on the part of her § 
> Britanie — lajesty's government, that his exeelleney will bo @ 
pleased to direct such instructions to be issued as will summa- $ 
riy and satisfactorily terminate the delicate mission with % 
which I am entrusted, by causing the same negro to be deliv- 3 


ered up to me at Galveston, or to such ageut as I may hereaf- 
fer ¢ »noint. 
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For the purpose of facilitating this object, I have the honor 
to subjoin the particulars of the case. $ have the honor to ba 
Sir, your most ob'dt. servt, 
JOs: HAMILTON, 
COMMISSIONER, : 
To the Hon. Abner S. Lipscomb, Secrdary of State, Texas. 


The British schooner * William,” captain Kelly, was 
in the end ol the year 1833, orin the commencement of the 
year 1834, seized by order of the alcalde of Harrisburg, and 
Kelly, it is said, was murdered at the same time, by one Isaac 
Norton; one of the crew, a British negro named *Johu,? who 
was the property of a lady in one of the British West India 
colonies, was sold by order of the same alcalde, for £600 to a 
Robert Vince, then residing at or near Harrisburg, but subse- 
quently removed tothe Brasos, where he died a short time 
since; deceased's sister, Susan, the wife of captain Somers, also 
residing on the Brasos, took possession of the negro, hut it is 
supposed he is now in the possession of Allen Vinee, the bro- 
ther of the deceased, and also residing on the Brasos, 

JOS: HAMILTON, 
COMMISSIONER, 


rU irt at 


GarnvESTON-Ürrv, Texas: 
21st April, 1840. 
Six: —I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 21st of March, 1840, which will (on my arrival at 
Barbadoes) be forwarded to her Majesty's principal secretary 
ofstato, — - I have the honor to be é 
With high eonxideration, 
Your ohedieut servant, 
JOS: HAMILTON, 
COMMISSIONER., 
To the Hon, Abner S. Lips.cmb, S.cretary of State, Teras, 
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GALVESTON Orry, Texas: 
ist April, 1840. 
Srr:—In inclosing my commission] have the honor to 
inform you that I have been successful in recovering five of 
the negroes introduced into this county by Joan Taylor of 
Barbadoes; of the remaining’ three, one is supposed to have 
been drowned; another left with Mr. Wm. Moore of Ana- 
huac, is supposed to have been kidnapped and carried into the 
United States of America, and the third left with Mr. David 
Gainer of Cow Beyou wes sold in Lonisiana, 
The woman and her three children are supposed to have 
been murdered at Brush Island on the coast of Louisiana. 
1 have the honor to be, with great consideration 
Your obcdient servant, 
JOS: HAMILTON. 
COMMISSIONER. 


To the Hon. Abner S, Lipscomb, Secretary of State Texas: 


x 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, 29th January, 1840, 

To Commander Hamilton, of her Britanic Mojesty's Navy. 

Sin:—ilis excellency the President has this morning the 
ple..sure to receive the communication irom his excellency 
the Governor of Barbadoes, of the 26th December, 1859, which 
you caused to be transmitted to him by the collector of the 
port of Velasco. Į am iustrücted by the President to say in 
reply to the application “for certain Bniish Negroes supposed 
te be detained in slavery in this country,” thet this govern. 
ment has no knowledge of any person of the character deseri- 
bed being within its jurisdiction, Cur sea coastis extensive, 
aud has heretofore been but imperfectly orgauized m its inter- 


nal affairs, and consequently ts expo:cd at same remote points‘ 


to access by illicit traders ot all des¢riptions; these inconveni- 
ences are being remedied as fast as circumstances will permit. 
Ifany British negroes have been introduced into the country, 
it would be very gratifying to this government to he informed, 
at what time, at what place, by whom and by what means, the 
violation of ourlaws has been perpetrated; such information 
would give important facilities to the government in its future 
efforts to prevent similar aggressions. If any such persons as 
you are instructed to apply for are among us, and can be iden: 
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tified as such, there will be no hesitation on the patt of the 
f goyernment iu surrendering them to their proper jnrisdieuon. 


The President requests me to say to you, that he would be 


gratified to see you at Austin, and to confer personally with 


you on the subject of your mission. 
With great consideration, I bave the honor to be 


Your obedient servant, 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE. 
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; DEPARTMENT or ST1TE, 

i Austin, February 1 ith, 1840, 

To Commander Fi nil on, of her ker ALjesiy’s Royal Navy. 

Srr:—The President of the Republic of Texas has heen 

leased to issue the enclosed Proclamation, and he directs mo 

te assure you of his earnest and sincere desire that it may be 

satisfactory to the Queen's government, and that you may ue 

successful in avcomplishing to its fullest extent, the object of 

your mission, and further to assure you, that the policy of this 

government will atall times guarantee the most decided co- 

operation with the Queen's governn ent 11 preventing or puh- 
ishing all such infractions of the law. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
SECRETARY OF STATE. 


DEPARTMENT Or STATE, 
Ausi:n, 91st Mareb, 1810, 
To Commander J, Hamilton: - 

Sirz:—In reply io yours of the 27th ult. I have to repeat 
what it substance, I stated tn conversation with you on this 
subject, yon will recollect that you informed me, that you had 
hemd on your way upto this p'ace, that a negro had been so 
taken, and soid by the alealde at Harrisburg m 1633 or 1834. 
I then stated to you that a nezro brought in at that time and 
sold, could not be cons dered as being intrecuced in conira- 
vention of the laws or policy of this government, as tt was ata 
fim? anterior to its existence, and before there was any law 
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prohibiting such introduction, J told you however, that if. 
the negro was a free man, on a judicial enquiry, (whieh would: 
be instituted by order the President,) and on the fact of his free” 
dom bemg ascertained by a jury, he would be delivered up, 
for the purpose of conveying him out of this government to 
such place ag he should choose to 20. Hf, however, he is a 
slave, the trial of tue aighi of propeity in him meist take the| 
usual course ofthe common law, Jn this respect the laws of 
this country are believed not to differ foni those of the gov- 
ernmont yon represent. Jf a dispute about the ownership of 
any personal poperty should arise in her Alajesty's dommions; 
and the eloimont a foreigner, the question of. nght would bei 
submitted to a jury on the law and the evidence; it too would 
Ls considered a judicial qnestion of private right, and not in-' 
ternational or politiaal. ‘Phis would be the case in the ab-' 
sence of all treaty ctipulations embracing the subject. This: 
government will af all times premptly punish violations of its: 
laws, but in matters of private rights, the investigatien myst 
take the usual course, and the courts of this government are 
at all times opento the snbjects of her Majesty to assert and 
establish their rights af fully and effectually as to her own: 
citizens. J have the honor to be with great consideration, | 
Your obedient servant, 

ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
SECRETARY OF STATE. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, August 18th, 1846. 
To W. H. Hunt, Esq., Surveyor: Š 

Sra :—1t is hoped you wili, without any unnecessary delay, 
proceed to locate and survey forty leagues of Jand for the sup- 
port of the Universities, under the act of Congress of the 26ih 
January, 1839. You are authorized to make the locations and 
Surveys on lands not appropriated by individuals, any where 
in the Republic, and in such number of acres in each survey 
as may be found most convenient, not in less quantity in any 
one tract than onehalfleague; the land must he of a good quality. 
| In all respects not modified by these instructions, you will 
be governed by those of 26th July, 1829. It is p:obable that 
you will be able to locate a great pait of the land on the wa- 
ters of the Trinity, in and about the cross timbers. It is very 
important that your returns should be in time for the next Con- 
Fress, and it is sincerely hoped that no exertions will be wanting 
"to accomplish this desirable object, 

J am, with great respect, &c., 

(Signed) ABNER S, LIPSCOMB. 
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i DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
dn Austin, August 15th, 1840, 
Fo the Chief Justice ot the County of 
; Sxg 1i—On the 29th of May, 1839, a letter was addressed to 
e county surveyor of each county of the Remnblic. instruc- 
ng uim to locafe and survey three leagues of land, in aecor- 
fice with the act entitled “An act appropriating certain lands 
r the establishment of a general system of education, appro- 
ed 26.4 January, 1939.” Although they were advised of the 
fopriety of making the surveys with all possible dilligence, 
d make their returns without delay, and in accordance with 
the act, I regret to say that no returns has yet been received at 
ry a . 
We general ‘and office. Iaminstructed by the Hon. Secretary 
@ State to reqaest that you give your attention to the subject, 
Wd have the sands Ave) ed without delay, and the returns 
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